
 Report of

Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern

Plants, Animals, and Natural Communities 

for Whitley County, Kentucky

Kentucky State Nature Preserves 

Commission

801 Schenkel Lane

Frankfort, KY 40601

(502) 573-2886 (phone)

(502) 573-2355 (fax)

www.naturepreserves.ky.gov



Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission

Key for County List Report

Within a county, elements are arranged first by taxonomic complexity (plants first, natural communities last), and second

by scientific name. A key to status, ranks, and count data fields follows.

STATUS

KSNPC:  Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission status:

    N or blank = none      E = endangered      T = threatened      S = special concern      H = historic      X = extirpated

USESA:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service status:

   blank = none       C = candidate       LT = listed as threatened       LE = listed as endangered

     SOMC = Species of Management Concern   

 

RANKS

GRANK: Estimate of element abundance on a global scale:

G1 = Critically imperiled GU = Unrankable

G2 = Imperiled G#? = Inexact rank (e.g. G2?)

G3 = Vulnerable G#Q = Questionable taxonomy

G4 = Apparently secure G#T# = Infraspecific taxa (Subspecies and variety abundances are coded with a 'T' suffix; the 'G' 

G5 = Secure       portion of the rank then refers to the entire species)

GH = Historic, possibly extinct GNR = Unranked

GX = Presumed extinct GNA = Not applicable

SRANK: Estimate of element abundance in Kentucky:

S1 = Critically imperiled SU = Unrankable Migratory species may have separate ranks for different

S2 = Imperiled S#? = Inexact rank (e.g. G2?) population segments (e.g. S1B, S2N, S4M):

S3 = Vulnerable S#Q = Questionable taxonomy S#B = Rank of breeding population

S4 = Apparently secure S#T# = Infraspecific taxa S#N = Rank of non-breeding population

S5 = Secure SNR = Unranked S#M = Rank of transient population

SH = Historic, possibly extirpated SNA = Not applicable

SX = Presumed extirpated

COUNT DATA FIELDS

# OF OCCURRENCES: Number of occurrences of a particular element from a county. Column headings are as follows:

   E - currently reported from the county

      H - reported from the county but not seen for at least 20 years

   F - reported from county & cannot be relocated but for which further inventory is needed

   X - known to have extirpated from the county

   U - reported from a county but cannot be mapped to a quadrangle or exact location.
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Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission

801 Schenkel Lane

Frankfort, KY 40601

(502) 573-2886 (phone)

(502) 573-2355 (fax)

email: naturepreserves@ky.gov

internet: www.naturepreserves.ky.gov

The data from which the county report is generated is continually updated.  The date on which the report was created is in the report footer.  Contact KSNPC for a 

current copy of the report.

Please note that the quantity and quality of data collected by the Kentucky Natural Heritage Program are dependent on the research and observations of many 

individuals and organizations.  In most cases, this information is not the result of comprehensive or site-specific field surveys; many natural areas in Kentucky 

have never been thoroughly surveyed, and new species of plants and animals are still being discovered.  For these reasons, the Kentucky Natural Heritage 

Program cannot provide a definitive statement on the presence, absence, or condition of biological elements in any part of Kentucky.  Heritage reports summarize 

the existing information known to the Kentucky Natural Heritage Program at the time of the request regarding the biological elements or locations in question.  

They should never be regarded as final statements on the elements or areas being considered, nor should they be substituted for on-site surveys required for 

environmental assessments.

KSNPC appreciates the submission of any endangered species data for Kentucky from field observations.  For information on data reporting or other data services 

provided by KSNPC, please contact the Data Manager at:
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Scientific nameCounty Taxonomic Group Common name Statuses Ranks E H F X U

County Report of Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Plants, Animals, and Natural Communities of Kentucky

Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission
# of Occurrences

 1  0 0 0  0G3G4 / S1?Bryum miniatumWhitley Mosses E / 

 0  0 0 1  0G4G5 / S1?Dicranodontium asperulumWhitley Mosses E / 

 1  0 0 0  0G4G5Q / S1Ten-lobe False FoxgloveAgalinis obtusifoliaWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 6  0 0 3  0G3 / S3Lucy Braun's White 

Snakeroot

Ageratina luciae-brauniaeWhitley Vascular Plants S / SOMC

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S3?Wild SarsaparillaAralia nudicaulisWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S1S2Yellow Wild IndigoBaptisia tinctoriaWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 4  0 0 0  0G5 / S2Yellow ScrewstemBartonia virginicaWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S1Grass PinkCalopogon tuberosusWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5T5 / S2Eastern SweetshrubCalycanthus floridus var. glaucusWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 1  0 0 1  0G5 / S2Allegheny ChinkapinCastanea pumilaWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S2?American Golden-saxifrageChrysosplenium americanumWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 1  0 0 0  0G3G4 / S1?Whorled Horse-balmCollinsonia verticillataWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 2  0 2 0  0G5? / S2S3Star TickseedCoreopsis pubescensWhitley Vascular Plants S / 

 1  0 0 0  0G4G5 / S3?Rock HarlequinCorydalis sempervirensWhitley Vascular Plants S / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S1?Small-flower ThoroughwortEupatorium semiserratumWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S1?Rough-leaved AsterEurybia radulaWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 1  0 0 0  0G4? / S3Showy GentianGentiana decoraWhitley Vascular Plants S / 

 4  0 0 0  0G5? / S2Shaggy HedgehyssopGratiola pilosaWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 0  0 0 0  1G4G5 / S3Short's HedgehyssopGratiola viscidulaWhitley Vascular Plants S / 

 1  0 0 0  0G3 / S1Southern HeartleafHexastylis contractaWhitley Vascular Plants E / SOMC

 1  0 0 0  0G4? / S1Michaux's BluetsHoustonia serpyllifoliaWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 2  0 0 1  1G5 / S2S3St. Peter's-wortHypericum crux-andreaeWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 0  0 0 1  0G5? / SHLarge Spotted St. John's-wortHypericum pseudomaculatumWhitley Vascular Plants H / 

 3  0 1 0  0G5 / S2Vetchling PeavineLathyrus palustrisWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S2S3Smooth Veiny PeavineLathyrus venosusWhitley Vascular Plants S / 

 3  0 0 0  0G5 / S2S3Wood LilyLilium philadelphicumWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S2S3Loesel's TwaybladeLiparis loeseliiWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 7  0 1 2  1G4G5 / S2Nuttall's LobeliaLobelia nuttalliiWhitley Vascular Plants T / 
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County Report of Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Plants, Animals, and Natural Communities of Kentucky

Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission
# of Occurrences

 2  0 0 1  0G5 / S2Golden ClubOrontium aquaticumWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 5  0 0 1  0G5 / S1S2Yellow-crested OrchidPlatanthera cristataWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 1  0 0 1  0G2G3 / S1White Fringeless OrchidPlatanthera integrilabiaWhitley Vascular Plants E / C

 0  0 0 1  0G5 / S3ThreadfootPodostemum ceratophyllumWhitley Vascular Plants S / 

 1  0 0 1  0G5 / S1Crossleaf MilkwortPolygala cruciataWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S1S2Hairy SnoutbeanRhynchosia tomentosaWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 8  0 0 0  0G5? / S3Globe Beaked-rushRhynchospora recognitaWhitley Vascular Plants S / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S1Slender Marsh PinkSabatia campanulataWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S2Fringed NutrushScleria ciliataWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 1  0 0 0  0G3 / S2S3Rock SkullcapScutellaria saxatilisWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 1  0 0 0  0G3 / S3Appalachian RosinweedSilphium wasiotenseWhitley Vascular Plants S / SOMC

 1  0 0 0  0G4? / S2?Southern Bog GoldenrodSolidago gracillimaWhitley Vascular Plants S / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S2Downy GoldenrodSolidago puberulaWhitley Vascular Plants S / 

 6  0 0 0  0G5T3? / S3Rand's GoldenrodSolidago simplex ssp. randii var. 

racemosa

Whitley Vascular Plants S / 

 1  0 0 0  0G2 / S2Virginia SpiraeaSpiraea virginianaWhitley Vascular Plants T / LT

 1  0 0 0  0G4G5 / S2S3Eastern FeatherbellsStenanthium gramineumWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 3  0 0 0  0G5 / S2Eastern Silvery AsterSymphyotrichum concolorWhitley Vascular Plants T / 

 5  0 0 1  0G4G5 / S1S2Spiked Hoary-peaTephrosia spicataWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 0  0 0 0  1G5 / S1Narrowleaved BluecurlsTrichostema setaceumWhitley Vascular Plants E / 

 2  0 0 2  0G2G3 / S2Clifty CovertFumonelix wetherbyiWhitley Terrestrial Snails S / 

 1  0 0 2  5G1G2 / S1Cumberland ElktoeAlasmidonta atropurpureaWhitley Freshwater Mussels E / LE

 1  0 0 0  3G1 / S1Cumberland PapershellAnodontoides denigratusWhitley Freshwater Mussels E / SOMC

 0  0 0 0  1G1 / S1Oyster MusselEpioblasma capsaeformisWhitley Freshwater Mussels E / LE

 0  0 0 0  3G5 / S1PocketbookLampsilis ovataWhitley Freshwater Mussels E / 

 0  0 0 0  1G2 / S1Fluted KidneyshellPtychobranchus subtentumWhitley Freshwater Mussels E / C

 0  0 0 0  1G5 / S3S4Little SpectaclecaseVillosa lienosaWhitley Freshwater Mussels S / 

 0  0 0 0  3G1 / S1Cumberland BeanVillosa trabalisWhitley Freshwater Mussels E / LE

 3  0 0 0  0G4 / S3Longclaw CrayfishCambarus buntingiWhitley Crustaceans S / 
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County Report of Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Plants, Animals, and Natural Communities of Kentucky
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 0  0 0 1  0G5 / S2Mountain Midget CrayfishCambarus parvoculusWhitley Crustaceans T / 

 0  0 0 1  0G5 / S1Eastern Red DamselAmphiagrion sauciumWhitley Insects E / 

 0  0 0 1  0G3G4 / S1A Geometrid MothLytrosis permagnariaWhitley Insects E / SOMC

 1  0 0 0  0G2 / S2A Limnephilid CaddisflyManophylax butleriWhitley Insects S / 

 0  0 0 1  0G4 / S1S2Elfin SkimmerNannothemis bellaWhitley Insects E / 

 0  0 0 1  0G5 / SHGreen CommaPolygonia faunusWhitley Insects H / 

 0  0 0 1  0G4G5 / SHGray CommaPolygonia progneWhitley Insects H / 

 1  0 0 0  0G1 / S1Limestone Cave BeetlePseudanophthalmus calcareusWhitley Insects T / SOMC

 0  0 0 0  1G3 / SHRegal FritillarySpeyeria idaliaWhitley Insects H / SOMC

 0  0 0 1  0G3 / S1Elusive ClubtailStylurus notatusWhitley Insects E / SOMC

 0  0 0 0  1G3G4 / S1Lake SturgeonAcipenser fulvescensWhitley Fishes E / SOMC

 8  0 0 6  1G1G2 / S1Cumberland DarterEtheostoma susanaeWhitley Fishes E / C

 37  0 2 3  2G2 / S2Blackside DacePhoxinus cumberlandensisWhitley Fishes T / LT

 0  0 0 1  0G3G4T3T4 / 

S3
Eastern HellbenderCryptobranchus alleganiensis 

alleganiensis

Whitley Amphibians S / SOMC

 3  0 0 0  0G5 / S2Coal SkinkEumeces anthracinusWhitley Reptiles T / 

 4  0 0 0  0G5 / S3Southeastern Five-lined SkinkEumeces inexpectatusWhitley Reptiles S / 

 0  0 0 1  0G5T5 / S3Scarlet KingsnakeLampropeltis triangulum elapsoidesWhitley Reptiles S / 

 4  0 0 0  0G5T5 / S2Eastern Slender Glass LizardOphisaurus attenuatus longicaudusWhitley Reptiles T / 

 0  0 0 2  0G4T4 / S2Northern Pine SnakePituophis melanoleucus melanoleucusWhitley Reptiles T / SOMC

 2  0 0 0  0G5 / 

S3B,S4N
Sharp-shinned HawkAccipiter striatusWhitley Breeding Birds S / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / 

S2B,S2S3N
Bald EagleHaliaeetus leucocephalusWhitley Breeding Birds T / Delisted

 0  0 0 0  7G3 / SXRed-cockaded WoodpeckerPicoides borealisWhitley Breeding Birds X / LE

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S3Barn OwlTyto albaWhitley Breeding Birds S / 

 1  0 0 0  0G4 / S2BGolden-winged WarblerVermivora chrysopteraWhitley Breeding Birds T / SOMC

 5  0 0 0  0G3G4 / S3Rafinesque's Big-eared BatCorynorhinus rafinesquiiWhitley Mammals S / SOMC
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County Report of Endangered, Threatened, and Special Concern Plants, Animals, and Natural Communities of Kentucky

Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission
# of Occurrences

 1  0 0 0  0G3 / S2Eastern Small-footed MyotisMyotis leibiiWhitley Mammals T / SOMC

 1  0 0 0  0G2 / S1S2Indiana BatMyotis sodalisWhitley Mammals E / LE

 2  0 0 0  0G5 / S2S3Eastern Spotted SkunkSpilogale putoriusWhitley Mammals S / 

 1  0 0 0  0G5 / S2American Black BearUrsus americanusWhitley Mammals S / 

 2  0 0 0  1GNR / S5Appalachian mesophytic forestWhitley Communities  / 

 2  0 0 0  0GNR / S5Appalachian pine-oak forestWhitley Communities  / 

 2  0 0 0  0GNR / S2Bottomland hardwood forestWhitley Communities  / 

 3  0 0 0  0GNR / S5Calcareous mesophytic forestWhitley Communities  / 

 1  0 0 0  0GNR / S2Cumberland plateau gravel/cobble barWhitley Communities  / 

 1  0 0 0  0GNR / S3Riparian forestWhitley Communities  / 

 1  0 0 0  0GNR / S1S2Xerohydric flatwoodsWhitley Communities  / 

 180  0 34 39  6Whitley County Total:
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